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Sketches exploring the idea of having a creature with a 
pelican-like throat and tail that can inflate to represent  
different moods – perhaps as a unique way to communicate
   to the rider. This would align with my project goals of
        the two having a deeper connection, such as their own
            form of language.
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Incorporating different 
beetle wings and armadillo 
traits for a unique look 14



From my previous sketches exploring 
different variations of beetle wings for 
the creature, I chose to take this 
design forward to develop further. The 
combination of beetle, mammal and 
bird elements give it an unusual 
appearance, with a slight alien feel, 
which aligns closely with my project 
goal of creating a unique
                looking design 

The body is covered with shorter 
feathers to blend the avian and insect 
parts of the design together more 
seamlessly – trying to avoid it looking 
too much like recognisable
animals.

Having two-toed / clawed feet also 
helps to fit with the more alien feeling 
design I am trying to go for. 15
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Wing unfurling diagrams influenced by my beetle research – the shell pops up to allow the wings to fold out, 
before going back down – but remaining slightly tilted upright during flight, potentially to act as a back rest for 
the character / rider during flight. While unfolding more like a beetle, I imagine these wings would flap more 
similarly to dragonfly and hummingbird wings – becoming a blur when flying.
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Segmented armour – harness allows 
for movement and blends with the 
direction of the feathers. 20
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Keeping the successful parts of 
my previous designs, such as 
segmented areas and adjustable 
straps, I produced a more 
developed harness design. These 
sketches demonstrate how it 
allows the wings to move, using 
hinges at the wing joints. 

This version also includes stirrups 
for the rider to use during flight / 
riding, inspired by horse 
harnesses, which also help to 
provide a more practical / 
believable appearance.

The lower sketch shows how this 
might look in motion – and with 
an added handle for grip. 22
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Iridescent /
transparent

24



Exploring pattern options influenced by
 moth wings from my previous mood board.
  While the shapes look interesting, I ended
    up going for a slightly less busy approach
        to allow the rider to stand out too.
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Colour iterations exploring how the wings could offer an exciting, 
hidden pop of colour. To inspire these, I looked at
images of tropical birds – this does help to give
 them an exotic look, but I chose to tone it down
      a bit with my later designs. 
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