Jenny Richardson 
When Jenny was a girl she knew when she entered her great grandma Beaumont’s street in Hanley by the feeling of the Staffordshire Blue round bumped bricks beneath her feet, this lasting memory, and the pending destruction in 2011 of those streets and houses prompted Jenny to photograph those pavements, houses, and “pubs” for posterity. With an interest in genealogy, following years of research and discussion with family she discovered her great grandfather Walters story. His life’s events are the catalyst of her current work where she explores perceptions, assumptions and judgement be that of a public house façade or a person’s public facing image. 
Despite having fought in the first world war, returning wounded and unable to work Walter, much maligned and misunderstood still sang in “pubs” to make money. He would have trod those same bricks between his house and the pubs. Through the medium of ceramics Jenny takes us through the effect trauma can have on our body and mind. When Walter died his previous occupation was “bricklayer” not a builder, but a kilns man in charge of the firing and bricking up of the bottle kiln entrances in one of the thousand “pot banks” (bottle kilns) in Hanley. Yet his memory was left out of family discussions because he eventually took his own life. Jenny is interested in peoples’ behaviour and her art often speaks for those judged, oppressed, or marginalised to counter the dehumanisation of people and fight the discrimination against them.


"Pack Up Your Troubles In Your Old Kit Bag" (2024) stoneware, porcelain, metal and ceramic shards, 32 x 18 x 30.5cm (including shards 32 x 56 x 30.5cm)
"Staffordshire Blue" series of 15, (2024) stoneware, porcelain or earthenware,  23 x 12 x  5.7cm
“Architecture of a Failing Support System” Series of 4, (2024) Pencil on cartridge 74 x 55cm
