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EGYPTIAN CULTURAL CHAOS
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Cairo 1960

downtown Cairo 1988Ottoman conquest 
of Egypt 1517

Ottomans leave 
Egypt 1867

Egypt’s independence 1922

British influence 
significant till 1950s

French occupation
1798 - 1801

Mehemet Ali dynasty 
begins 1801



EGYPTIAN 
CULTURAL CHAOS
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key occupational influences in Egypt
historical architecture and garment practicality

Shingo Sato inspired advanced pattern cutting
clean cuts, structured drapes and soft tailored silhouettes

Concept, Colour & Fabric Board



Research Page

Arūsat al Burqa
thin metal sheet and twisted wire 
worn to brighten up the black burqa and divert 
mens attention away from the woman’s eyes

Unknown photographer, Egyptian women, 1880

Photographed by J P Sebah, Femme Fellah, Egypt, circa 1880
Photographed by Gabriel Lekegian, Danseuse Arabe (Almeh), Egypt, circa 1880



Research Page

sophisticated and simplistic 
architectural build

breaking down the different elements of this architectural 
style
how can I incorporate it into the shape of the garment 

Paris (IXth district) Store "Le Printemps", Photographed by Haussmann 
boulevard CIRCA 1890: 

Paris, France: The Boulevard Haussmann at Carrefour Richelieu- Drouot, 
1929 photographed by Gamma-Keystone

The Grand Savoy Hotel, at Soliman Pasha Square, Downtown Cairo, Egypt, 1898 Photographed 
by Italians Working Abroad Archive

Cherif Pacha St., Downtown Alexandria, 
Egypt, 1880 Photographed by G. Lékégian 

& Cie.



Sampling & Design Development

create draped effect using individual panels and 
gussets

Pattern cut gussets in place of drapes
for elegant and sophisticated cut

Pattern Magic - Tomoko Nakamichi, A collar with two distinct expressions 

Imitating the garment’s layering with simple 
sophistication

standard cocktail cuff 
(similar shape)

immitating 2 layers by attaching a gusset
using pattern magic techniques in my own way



Sampling & Design Development

gusseted sleeve to add an illusion of layereing
sophisticated sleeve shape

minimalist style lines for an effortless 
and chic finish

deep armhole shape

one piece vest 
inspired a one piece 

raglaan sleeve 



Sampling & Design Development

diffusing designs to align with target market

gusset imitating a second 
trouser layer

front slit with underneath 
gusset extra flared silhouette

Trendy silhouette
Maison Margiela trousers
- relaxed silhouette 
- sits perfectly circling the leg



Sampling & Design Development

- designing culottes rather than a skirt 
- to allow for more comfort and 
- practicality
- create alot of flare to imitate the 

shape of the skirt designed previous-
ly 

flared cullotes with knott 
draped overlay

the overlaying drape hides all the fl;are 
and shape of the culottes

shape manipulation

design diffusion to suit target customer
incorporating the knott and layering to create harmony across 
the designs

design is too basic and needs 
more developing

skirt could be pleated or 
rushed 

adding layers  

symmetrical or asymmetrical?



Sampling & Toile Making



Sampling & Toile Making



Tech Pack
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Photoshoot



Photoshoot


