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The following paper endeavours to provide independent research and discussion surrounding the influence and influence of police-based television dramas, namely those centred around police corruption, on the wider British public and their formation of opinions, and if these dramas can be seen as an alternative means of explaining the trend of negative opinions towards police. Following the downward spiral of public trust and confidence in the British police, it is important to understand and further explore potential causes as to why the public are so critical of the police, alternating from focusing almost exclusively on police actions themselves. Whilst the actions of the police force may have predominant impacts on how the public perceive them, in an age where media consumes day-to-day life, it is wise to assess the extent that other factors can play in influencing perceptions. 
Findings within this study found a lack of significant results and relationships underpinning the impact that televised police-based dramas can have on public perception, however may still be utilised for future research or attempts to study similar topics. Equally, data was still successfully collected on examining relationships of interest within the sample, which may be deemed useful if in the case that a similar project may be conducted utilising different methodologies and means of collecting data. 
Conclusively it appears that further research is necessary in devising significant relationships and correlations between televised police dramas and negative perceptions surrounding the police and police corruption, however there lie recommendations that may still prove useful in the wider context of policing. Such recommendations include furthering police media-engagement by expanding from social media platforms and applying similar pressures and policy onto television and dramatic series that may have detrimental effects on the public through negative and inaccurate portrayals of police corruption.
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The topic of this project is concerned with identifying whether fictitious police-based television dramas can be considered an alternative means of explaining the surge of public distrust in the police and the extent to whether public’s perception of the police has been influenced by these television adaptations and dramas opposed to other forms of media. The importance of identifying potential explanations for public distrust is crucial towards maintaining a healthy and mutually beneficial relationship between the police and the public, as College of Policing (2013) further declare upon the positive dynamic of the public and police being pivotal towards the institution functioning as it should.
Television dramas have consistently sat securely as one of the most popular forms of television, with statistics showing that the genre of ‘television-dramas’ held 41.9% of UK demand on streaming services such as Netflix, Amazon Prime and HBO alone, (ParrotAnalytics, 2019). In terms of ‘terrestrial’ television, that being the television and services we receive through TV licensing such as the BBC and ITV on boxed television, popular crime dramas such as ‘Line of Duty’ have attracted a large audience since its first appearance on our screens, obtaining the highest viewership statistic in 2021 with 15.7 million viewers, evidencing its fast-growing popularity with the general public, (Leebody and Jones, 2022). ‘Line of Duty’ is not the only popular series to attract public attention, as the genre of dramas revolving the police and their procedures, has had historical popularity. ITV previously produced a series by the name of ‘The Bill’ from 1984 to 2010, with storylines centring the officers and detectives of ‘Sun Hill’ station. Whilst the episodes were mainly stand-alone, there were two quite popular, quite long storylines concerning the corruption of certain characters, for what was the first time in television, or so academics such as Colbran (2014) claim. Corruption is often described as an ‘individual failure’, but it can also be deemed a failure on behalf of the institution that the individual may belong to, (Punch 2009, pp.18). Oxford dictionary provides a further definition of corruption, outlining it as a ‘perversion of integrity,’ (OED. 2023). College of Policing (2014) highlights integrity as a vital part of the current Code of Ethics, which centres a police officer’s decisions, morals, and actions whilst on duty, so to ‘pervert’ this principle is something which must be treated with severity.  This Code of Ethics was to undergo changes and updates towards phrasing and focus surrounding aspects, as seen it the most recent rendition dated Code of Ethics (2024). This rendition incorporated new values such as ‘courage’ and ‘empathy’, applying focus to these new attributes whilst still remaining anchored in the Peelian Principles, (Home Office, 2012).
The cultivation and presence of corruption within the police has become an increasing a public concern in recent years, especially in light of circumstances such as the Sarah Everard case, where police corruption was spotlighted once again, (Sinmaz, 2024). There also lies plausible evidence to demonstrate the trust that the public puts in the police is gradually being impacted negatively, with statistics showing a 7% in-between the years 2021 to 2022, (UK Parliament, 2023). Evidently, the public are hesitant in their cooperation with the police, and their own perspectives of officers has become a source for this distrust. Exactly why the public have displayed such as a distrust in the institution of the police may centre itself around the apparent corruption and inappropriate behaviour of police officers as displayed in the media, however it can be argued that the coverage and consequent verge of ‘bad cops’ onto the scene of entertainment has played a role in fostering this distrust into something that could be described as disproportionate and misinformed. 
The rationale for conducting this research into the effects of television drama portrayals upon the public perception of police originates from the researcher’s understanding of crime and police dramas becoming such a vastly popular genre, to the point that members of the public are beginning to exhibit opinions and forged understandings of police procedurals, on the basis of something that is almost entirely centred around provoking responses in an audience for the purpose of entertainment rather than painting an image of accuracy. It is theorised by the researcher, that overly dramatised fiction and the focus on corrupt officers, has some role to play in the shift of public opinion, and so another aim of this research is to identify whether this is the case and to what extent. This culture of assumptions and unsupported opinions may not seem damaging to the police as a real-world organisation, but as will be expanded on in the likes of a literature review, there are numerous theories and pieces of evidence to suggest its detrimental impact on trust and confidence. Furthermore, this research is motivated towards providing further data and information surrounding what may be considered a topic that has not been as thoroughly explored in literature.
This piece will also entail the researcher’s own findings using questionnaires dispersed amongst participants, to further their own understanding and discussion of whether there is substantial evidence in the acquired sample, to prove or disprove an authentic connection between police-television and a negative swell of opinion. 
In addition to this, the study is motivated by providing information and evidence surrounding current public perceptions and behaviours exhibited towards the police and police corruption, delving into how participants associate police-based television dramas with the reality of what policing looks like, in the hopes that this evidence will provide help towards the police forces of the United Kingdom in identifying trends of mistrust and lacking confidence. 

[bookmark: _Toc162461258]Research Aims and Objectives
Aim:
To identify whether police-based television has influenced the public’s opinion on police corruption and whether it can be identified as an alternative explanation for negative public perceptions.
Main Objectives:
· Explore whether public opinion has been negatively affected by police-based television dramas.
· Examine how police-based television dramas effect society’s ability to separate fact and fiction.
· Explore the public’s perception of police consultants / technical advisors in planning and preparing television dramas, and the influence they may stake on those television dramas.
· Assess the extent to which demographics affect current perceptions of corruption.
Following this introduction, a literature review will be presented entailing pre-existing literature and research surrounding the chosen topic, with critique applied to each in efforts to provide a thorough understanding. Subsequently, the project's methodology will also be described in depth, including data collection, analysis, and treatment. Proceeding this, there will be a section dedicated to sharing the results of the researcher’s questionnaire, in which the data will be discussed and compared to existing projects which could serve to support or criticise findings. To conclude, a short conclusion will be comprised to best summarise the findings of the project, and signpost any approaches to future attempts at similar research, with recommendations based on obstacles observed during the course of the current project. 
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N0 - There will be no significant correlation between how corrupt a participant believes the police are, and basing that belief on television.
N1 - There will be a significant correlation between how corrupt a participant believes the police are, and basing that belief on television.

N0 - There will be no significant correlation between how accurate a participant believes police-based dramas are and how corrupt they believe the police are.
N1 - There will be a significant correlation between how accurate a participant believes police-based dramas are and how corrupt they believe the police are.

N0 - There will be no significant relationship between how much television a participant watches and the belief that their opinion has changed because of how television portrays them. 
N1 - There will be a significant relationship between how much television a participant watches and the belief that their opinion has changed because of how television portrays them.

N0 - There will be no significant relationship between age and how much television an individual watches. 
N1 - There will be a significant relationship between age and how much television an individual watches.

N0 - There will be no significant relationship between how much television a participant watches and the belief that their opinion has changed because of how television portrays them. 
N1 - There will be a significant relationship between how much television a participant watches and the belief that their opinion has changed because of how television portrays them.

N0 - There will be no significant relationship between the belief that the portrayal of police on screen is accurate and the belief that real-world police officers must have a say in what makes it onto TV. 
N1 - There will be a significant relationship between the belief that the portrayal of police on screen is accurate and the belief that real-world police officers must have a say in what makes it onto TV. 

N0 - There will be no significant difference between age and the belief that the amount of media has damaged society’s trust in the police.
N1 - There will be a significant difference between age and the belief that the amount of media has damaged society’s trust in the police.

N0 – There will be no statistical difference between gender and Likert-scale total score.
N1 - There will be a statistical difference between gender and Likert-scale total score.
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The increasing popularity of television-dramas revolving around police procedurals and police conduct is beginning to provide academics with additional data and content to critically analyse and further research into the impact of the growing phenomenon. Contextually, OFCOM (2023) reported upon the viewing trends and behaviours in regard to television, with one demographic of interest being that of age. It was found that in surveys compiled by OFCOM (2023, pp.9), those who watched Live or ‘broadcastedl’ television the most were aged 75 and above, whereas those who primarily utilised video-sharing and streaming platforms were considerably younger. OFCOM’s report deployed various data drawn from partnering research agencies, but the document still qualifies as a primary design. The relevance of a specific demographic basing their viewing habits on ‘terrestrial’ television rather than that which is streamed on other platforms on demand, is that terrestrial television remains the home of large media conglomerate companies such as the BBC and ITV, each renowned for their recent police-based dramas. Kunst (2023) argues that this influx of dramatic adaptions based on the actions of police as a dominant law-enforcing institution in the United Kingdom, has begun to influence the general public in inspiring new opinions and beliefs on the real-world police service. In this trend of basing beliefs on that which is fictional and comprised primarily for entertainment purposes, the public may be inadvertently damaging their own relationship with the police, as there could lie the argument that in hand with this surge of popularity, the audiences are inadvertently knocking statistics surrounding confidence in the police to be disproportionate. Statistical reports have displayed that the recent level of trust and confidence in the police has remained on a negative curve, however there is evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom has always struggled to see eye-to-eye with British police, and that police are becoming increasingly scrutinised for what the public deem as a lack of accountability, (Kimaram et al, 2023). 

To begin to understand the extent that police-based dramas could have on public perceptions, an increased understanding of how television in general could impact opinions, should be a priority. Zain (2014) decided to construct a study into this concern of television producing unsupported and unjustified opinions, by opting for a secondary-source method where pre-existing material and research was used as data. The forefront of Zain’s study was based on an ‘agenda-setting theory’ where mass media consumption is theorised to effectively shape and warp an individual's understanding of a topic or ideology by imprinting beliefs through headlines and even the storylines of television shows upon the audience. Whilst this theory was formally proposed by McCombs and Shaw in 1972, the idea of media imposing such an impact on a receptive audience has only continued to serve as an interesting starting-point for discussion in addition to something that is still applicable to our modern society, (Media Texthack Team, 2013), (Perse and Lambe, 2016). Critically, there are both positive and negative consequences of choosing to use a secondary-source method for research. Bell, Bryman and Harley, (2019) argue that due to the sources belonging to other researchers and studies, the lack of familiarity could affect the researcher’s understanding of the material, and so the quality of the discussion may be compromised. However, there are positives to choosing this method of study, such as the fact it takes a lot less time and a lot less funding, in addition to accessibility being a strong benefit. Those who may struggle designing their own means of data collection, and then analysing it, could be far more capable of analysing data that already exists. Zain (2014) uncovered the extent that mass media has on influencing and framing public agendas, and claimed that due to pre-existing research, there is evidence to suggest that mass media could indeed change a population’s perception. Kemp (2023) reiterates this concern through their research into the ‘mean world syndrome’, which expands on how the amount of media could have an impending influence into the public’s psyche and construction of opinions. The significance of Zain’s (2014) results are support by Kemp (2023), as their results discovered distinct, significant relationships amidst results, evidencing that media certainly holds the capability to exaggerate situations and cause unrest, anxiety and even anger amongst an audience. Zain (2014) included the research of Cohen (1963), who argued that the theory of agenda setting only provides the public audiences with what is deemed ‘necessary’ to know about and not to control individuals on what they should think in the first place. Clarke (2003) rebuts Cohen (1963), as they argue there is still strong evidence to suggest that pop culture such as televised dramas, still has a credible impact on the consensus of society, even if it is unintentional. The effect that media can have in the context of the agenda-setting theory has a severe limitation, in that some members of the public may deny the effects that media such as television can have on warping their perceptions. Conners (2005) expands on the ‘third-person’ effect as a reaction towards media, where individuals will deny its effects on themselves yet expect it to have an effect on others. Conners (2005, pp.6) deemed that this dismissal of influence onto the individual has repercussions, in the sense that perceptions are only further warped as individuals do not tend to question media influences, and instead become ‘more naïve, and therefore more influenced by such messages’. In addition, Bushman (2023) notes that ‘if viewers admit that the media is influencing them, then they would also have to admit they are being controlled to some extent by the media’.

 In comparison to Zain (2014), Hogan (2019) created a thesis based in the United States, on how crime dramas could impact the perception of crime, opted for a primary-research design using questionnaires/surveys as a means of collecting data. Unlike the previous study, Hogan’s results were obtained through their own efforts and planning, and whilst the topic was loosely like the media’s effect in altering the perspective of an audience, Hogan (2019) was able to collect data that was specifically catered to answer their research question. Deciding to use primary research means that the researcher does not have to rely on the methods or results of pre-existing projects, and that there is a far lesser concern of bias already being present, and that if any bias were introduced during the study, it would be the responsibility of the primary researcher. Bermingham (2020) claims publication bias is always an inherent risk when navigating sources and should be treated with caution. If an individual bases their own research on the already existent results of another, any existing bias may be detrimental to the accuracy or validity of a research-study, and thus impeach similar biases, potentially reproducing misrepresentative results. Additionally, Hogan’s (2019) study whilst originating from the United States, could still be applicable to the topic of this UK-based study, as it followed a similar method towards data collection, however the difference in sample could be considered a limitation. The significance of Hogan’s (2019) results display that those within the sample who watched crime dramas were less likely to put their faith into the justice system, and more likely to believe what Hogan dubbed ‘incorrect portrayals’.  To provide further context surrounding alternative theories that share similar ideologies around television promoting factiously supported opinions, the credibility of the ‘CSI Effect’ could be of equal interest, (Podlas, 2017). Whilst the CSI Effect displays American origin, there is evidence to suggest that is has since reached the United Kingdom. The ‘effect’ itself involves an audience viewing and perceiving a piece of media such as the popular CSI series, and believing they understand it enough to assimilate real-world practices, becoming increasingly critical of how divisions operate in reality, (Byers and Johnson, 2009). Whilst there is a gap of research into the extent of the CSI effect in shaping an individual’s understanding, this does not hinder its applicability towards providing an insight into how similar genres of crime, police and investigative dramas could impact different pools of people, (Tyler, 2006). Upsall (2013) designed a study around how police officers felt about such content as the CSI effect, and through the course of surveys, deliberated that those who watched the dramas more often were more likely to change and adapt behaviours based on what they had seen, with 80% of officers reporting they felt as though crime dramas had extensive effects on expectations and perceptions of police. Limitations to this study included less than clear boundaries, in the sense that the researcher did not question participants on how often they view the content if at all, only asking an estimate of hours per week, faulting accuracy.

Mehraj et al (2014), Mutz and Nir (2010) highlight the importances of a piece of media’s accuracy and theming when applying theories such as the ‘Agenda-setting theory’, as such could have a significant impact on the individual especially if the theming revolves around violent actions or thrilling suspense. Accuracy within police dramas could be influenced using police consultants in discussing plotlines and stories in addition to lending their own expertise in delivering thoughts to directors on the procedures displayed in these stories, despite increasing reports on the casual use of corruption in plots being deemed an insult to policing, (Jenkins, 2021), (House, 2021). Colbran (2014) navigated their attention towards the use of police consultants in drama production and how they have changed throughout eras. Specifically, focus was paid onto the popular ITV drama, ‘The Bill’, and how a range of officers contributed to the final product of the series. Colbran utilised a qualitative, ethnographic design for their research, which is used to describe how a group of individuals, or a community functions. The Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (2020) argue that an advantage to this method is that practices that would otherwise be difficult to understand, could be seen more in-depth, aiding the researcher in providing further critique on a foundation of knowledge and familiarity. Qualitative designs do allow for more ‘thoughtful’ responses as there is a lack of restriction, and participants are able to display feelings and explanations for why they feel the way they do, whereas quantitative designs often do not allow for ‘emotive’ responses. There are examples of how this design of research could be viewed as a disadvantage, as qualitative designs are open to subjectivity. Kiger and Varpio (2020) determine that thematic analysis, as the process of coding material through theming and categorising, could take time.  Colbran’s findings deliberated that during their presence in a variety of writer’s meetings, selected police consultants previously impacted the overall story of a drama. Colbran deemed that in the era of 1983 to 2001, police staff and officers had a credible influence over what made the final cut, however they sat surprisingly low in the hierarchy. Consultants would stake influence over the writers and not the directors themselves, as directors would always have the final say. Colbran also found that consultants proved a secondary role in the production of police dramas, as they would establish stronger links and connections to the force itself, which in this case was the Metropolitan. Colbran’s credibility as an author is greatly supported by their position as a research associate for the University of Oxford, working within the criminology division. Colbran also held a position as a script-writer for ‘The Bill’ itself, furthering their own familiarity with how it all progressed, and aiding in supporting their own research with consistent material. However, Colbran as a staff-writer, may have been exposed to information-bias due to their preconceived knowledge and familiarity with the topic of interest, (Baur, 2022). 
In contrast, Holyoak and Fox (2021) argue against the accuracy of popular police-based television shows, which puts the influence of these consultants into question. In their perspective, if consultants are so pivotal in filling writers with their opinions and experiences, dramas such as ‘Line of Duty’ would be far less warped and distorted in a bid to anchor their popularity as a show constructed to entertain. Cummins, Foley and King (2014) compiled research where similarly retired police officers voice their views on police procedural dramas, and through the course of interviews, the interviewees aptly shared the opinion that if police dramas were near perfect accuracy they would be ‘unwatchable’, thus the need to dramatise takes priority for directing teams, else they would lose audiences. Whilst gripped by the drama’s storyline and choice of casting,  Holyoak and Fox (2021) are insistent that it is far from accurate and believe this may lead audiences into a misinformed state despite the show’s primary goal to provide entertainment. Whilst anti-corruption teams are real and utilised during internal investigations, one huge difference between fiction and reality, is that these teams are almost never involved with tackling organised crime groups at firsthand, despite whether an officer themselves was involved, (Dearden, 2021), (Lewis, 2021). Whilst Leishman (2012) as cited in BBC (2012) argues that police-dramas could be utilised towards ‘filling in the gaps in the public's real understanding of police work’, if what Holyoak and Fox (2021) argue is true about the spread of misinformation, the public’s ‘gaps’ in knowledge are becoming more and more warped with each newly released series. The credibility of Holyoak and Fox (2021) themselves is grounded in their academic background as university lecturers within Staffordshire University. In addition to this academic background, both authors were previously police officers themselves, and so may hold their own vices towards police procedural dramas. The validity may be grounded in real-world experience, however as they both served as officers and are addressing critical pieces towards the police, opinions may complicate how precise and valid the article could be in terms of presenting an unbias analysis. Furthermore, Dees (2017), a retired officer and criminal justice professor, claims that consultants or advisors will never be given veto power over the decisions of the directors despite their experience or rank in the force. As much of an insight as having a police advisor on set could be, Dees (2017) claims that those involved in the production of a show cannot enforce a change. They are free to voice opinions and provide more accurate material towards a story that the producers may be unable to obtain, but other than that is completely at the director’s discretion on whether to listen. This hinders the overall use of consultants and advisors, as whilst they may be implanted into a team, it is still the director who has the final say, and that may easily result in the words of the advisors being overlooked. Ultimately, producers and directors in addition to media conglomerates will do what they must to make an entertaining piece of media that they could then profit from, even if that means sacrificing the accuracy and real-world proportion of corruption

As more television portray the police as a corrupt authority, the origin of this fascination with corrupt officers should be analysed, and research should be sought surrounding the potential for pre-existing biases to occur on the basis of factors such as demographics. Through identifying these pre-existing biases, it may become easier to contrast findings and build a stronger foundation of understanding around current public perceptions. In the real world, the public perceiving the police as corrupt and unreliable has arguably become normalised, in addition to the increase of academia surrounding the topic in a bid to analyse behaviours. Newburn (2015) constructed a review of literature surrounding the topic of police integrity and corruption, utilising his previous knowledge of political sciences to enrich his work. Newburn identified that corruption possesses a variety of different definitions and contexts in different fields, additionally identifying several variable factors that remained consistent within cases of corruption in the police, such as how corruption is tolerated and received within a community context. Newburn (2015) briefly explored communities as a factor incorporated in police corruption, however the review severely lacks in exploring how demographics can influence perceptions, which Higgins (2020, pp.10) succeeds in exploring and defining, finding that an individual’s demographic can have an impact, however also debates that one’s demographic cannot be held ‘independently related’ to perceived confidence and opinion on policing. Porter (2020) identified that the public typically have a higher expectation towards the police, and thus are more likely to have a more scrutinous view of them. Porter (2020) conveyed arguments including the argument that the public may also view scenarios of misconduct and corruption more seriously than officers do themselves, providing the root to where members of the public become restless and irate. When comparing pre-existing research, Porter (2020) also discovered that amongst other demographics, young students were more likely to hold more extreme views upon police conduct and presence compared to the rest of the public, potentially as a consequence of their higher usage of social media in opposition to older age categories, whereby portrayals and opinions of police may be more critical than other platforms. 
In support of the significance that an individual’s age can have upon their perception, Norman (2009) conducted a study into the perceptions of police amongst young people, in research commissioned by the Metropolitan Police Service in 2008. Methodologically, Norman (2009, pp.367) utilised qualitative focus groups consisting of a sample of 98 individuals aged under 18, in the presence of authorised Safer Schools Partnership officers to comply ethically. Within this sample, a small portion of individuals were police cadets, however all participants had had previous experience with police to best instil some consistent level of familiarity with police officers. Results within this study discovered themes such as police corruption. Concluding the findings found in this study, Norman (2009) argued that there was evidence to suggest young people’s perception of the police requires improvement, and if this is not developed, further negative perceptions of police legitimacy and procedure may continue to be wounded. However, to provide critique towards age residing as a prominent factor influencing public perception Hanway and Hambly (2023) discovered evidence to suggest gender may prove a more important demographic. Hanway and Hambly (2023) took steps into assuring pieces were relevant and held the highest quality for critique and comparison. Within findings, contextual factors were identified to impact trust and confidence in the police, such as demographics. Authors cited Merry et al (2012) as a means of presenting the impacts of gender on an individual’s confidence in the police and infer towards how corrupt or untrustworthy they believe the police are. Merry et al (2012) discovered through examining data from various surveys, gender differences were apparent, and female exhibited more positive views and higher confidence in the local police forces within the south of England, and thus it can be inferred that the women within the sample perceived the police as less corrupt or less capable of corruption.   
Further insight towards gender demographics affecting perception could be evident in Tankebe’s (2010) research based in Ghana. The methods they utilised included dispersing questionnaires to a sample of 450, returning with 374 fulfilled responses, 39% of which identified as female. Whilst the data was drawn from international research, the data may still be relevant in evidencing how demographics have an effect on a populous’ perceptions. Findings discovered that gender predicted the ‘trustworthiness’ vested in the police, with females claiming they were less trustful of police in comparison to males, with a difference of 18%. These findings can be directly contrastive with those of Merry et al (2012), as female views within this study were far more negative. One criticism of this piece is the choice of language complicates how easy the research is to read, and accordingly this may mislead or confuse readers, inevitably making the research difficult to reproduce or elaborate on (Shreffler and Huecker, 2023). Another critique stems from the sample, as opinions could be different between cultures, meaning results must be cautiously compared to that of this UK-based study. Whilst findings derived can be compared with previous literature, that difference in statistics may be the consequence of opposing cultures, (Lee et al, 2007).

In conclusion, various presented literature has been meticulously analysed, considering the credibility of authors, methods and findings in addition. What is more, this review has identified potential gaps in existing sources, supplementing other articles and reports that could be used comparatively against this research project, and its methodology.
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Design
This study's research design is dual design crossed between exploratory and descriptive, as it intended to explore a query and provide additional information and broader context surrounding the area (Swedberg, 2020). The project is structured around a quantitative strategy, as data collected was comprised of numeric statistics rather than written words and descriptions. A strength to using this strategy is that due to the data being numeric, there is less negative impact on validity and reliability in comparison to the more subjective wording that participants may use if given the option, (Williams, 2021). 
Sample
The sample for this study is the general public over the age of 18. However, an additional demographic of interest is those who are, or have previously been, employed by the police. The method of sampling is that of non-probability sampling, which means that sampling was subjective, as the researcher focused their attention on those classed as the general public specifically, (Hassan, 2024). 
The sampling design itself was primarily convenience, as the researcher first dispersed their questionnaire onto their own social media platforms such as Instagram, Facebook and Snapchat. Convenience sampling is defined as a form of non-probability sampling where members of a population are targeted for research, in what Etikan (2016) argue as an aid towards ‘ease of accessibility’. This stems from the researcher potentially already holding familiarity with this initial circle of participants, and as such can contact them easily compared to those who are unfamiliar. As the researcher also intended to gather data from participants who were currently or previously police officers, a secondary purposive sampling design was introduced. Purposive sampling is where research requires a specific group or demographic to contribute towards analysis, and is often seen in qualitative research, however can still be applied to quantitative research, (Dovetail Editorial Team, 2023). 
In addition, snowball sampling was used. Snowball sampling is the circumstance where an individual possesses access to a questionnaire and decides to share this questionnaire within their own circle of friends and family, (Parker, Scott and Geddes, 2019). An advantage of this process is that through participants sharing with their own connections, the researcher is then able to collate data on a group or community that he or she may not have thought of or had any existing connections with in the first place. This can be done in a shorter time span, and for no additional cost to the researcher, (Sadler Et Al 2010).
A quota of at least 100 participants would be met to aid in providing sufficient data towards the project; however, at the end of data retrieval, 104 completed responses were collected. It is worth noting here that the total of recorded responses totalled 117, however some participants did not complete the entirety of the questionnaire, and so their responses were not counted. This presents a limitation to quantitative studies involving questionnaires, as there lies a reliance on participants to complete their responses, rather than only answering a chosen few, (Chetty, 2016). 

Participants were also allowed the opportunities to input their own demographics such as age and gender. Whilst remaining anonymous, this meant that subsequent data analysis and results could incorporate important variables that may be the reason for certain behaviours or trends. Retrieved demographics as a part of this study allowed for descriptives to be displayed, specifically percentages. Of the 104 completed and viable questionnaire responses, 44.23% were male (n = 46) and 55.77% were female (n = 58). Nielsen, Bloch and Schiebinger (2018) argued that when a piece of research holds a diversity between male and female demographics, that said research also holds the capability for widening horizons and discoveries of its study, enriching findings by introducing diverse perspectives. Additionally, there was an even split between those aged 31-50 (33.7%) and 51-75s (33.7%) in being the predominant age demographics amongst the sample. 

Procedure
Firstly, careful planning was conducted surrounding the topic area for this study. The researcher initially constructed a spider diagram of ideas, branching concepts for research titles from those modules. Thomas and Brubaker (2007) highlight the importance of planning a project diligently, furthermore they argue that methods such as checklists and diagrams can vastly help an individual’s understanding of a topic, as well as aid them in keeping to proposed deadlines.
Eventually, the area of interest settled on the modern phenomenon of police-based television, and the impact it may have on the public’s perception of how policing operates in the real world. After thorough thought, focus was placed on how such television can have an impact on the public’s perspective of police corruption, and whether the police are implied as disproportionately corrupt on the United Kingdom’s television screens. 
The questionnaires which participants filled in were formatted on the software Qualtrics. This software serves as the initial portal, where data was collected and documented for later analysis conducted through the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences, (SPSS). The structure of questionnaires was an assortment of fixed-choice questions and opportunities where participants could select more than one answer. Particular attention was given towards constructing the questions, as due to the arguable restriction that fixed questions with a pre-determined selection of answers can impose on a participant, Grover and Vriens (2006) argue the questions may subconsciously lead participants and deduct the validity of the entire project. By leading participants with certain phrasing, researchers may inadvertently sculpt responses to fit their hypotheses, presenting several representative and ethical concerns. In relation to the Likert-scale proportion of the questionnaire, as scoring ranged from ‘strongly agree’ to ‘strongly disagree’, negatively worded questions were in need of recoding within the SPSS application. Scoring in this section would therefore be accurate, as if a participant answer negatively to a negatively worded question, their score would reflect a more positive outlook in comparison to answering negatively towards a positively worded question. 
The questionnaire itself was opened in early November, and subsequently closed in early February. This meant that participants were allowed to respond and redistribute the survey amongst their own social circles for approximately four months.

Materials and Equipment
Due to the methods utilised within this research, materials included electronically based questionnaires. Additionally, software and applications were utilised, including Microsoft Excel, QualtricsXM and the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). This research did not utilise any physical materials.  


Treatment of data/analysis
In treatment and eventual analysis of data, the SPSS application will be utilised. This application will serve as a platform where statistical tests such as inferential and descriptive testing will be carried out. The importance and purpose of these tests can vary. For example, descriptive statistics allow for the researcher to both describe and appropriately summarise their findings, whilst inferential testing may be used to either prove or disprove hypotheses, (LoBiondo-Wood and Haber, 2013). When conducting normality testing towards the Likert total score, it was understood that as the study contained over 50 cases that ‘Kolmogorov-Smirnov’ result shall be utilised. Consequently, the significant figure rested at .19, which would allude to the data being normally distributed, as it was above 0.05. As normality portrayed ‘normal distribution’, this then meant that following tests in this study would be parametric, (Sedgewick, 2015).

Ethics
All data retrieved from participants will be strictly anonymous and respondents will retain anonymity throughout the extent of research. The researcher themself will be unable to identify participants to maintain confidentiality, as there will be no identifiable characteristics needed from them, aside from generalised demographics such as gender and age. This emphasis on a confidential approach to research may aid in building a foundation of trust between respondents and the researcher, as with the inability to identify participants, there is no need for anxiety to build with the fear of judgement towards their responses, and hopefully erase the chance of respondents giving ‘socially acceptable’ answers opposed to their own opinions, (Kang and Hwang, 2023). Ethical approval was successfully granted and directed by the Staffordshire University Ethics Sub-Committee, in accordance with ethical guidelines and procedures, (Staffordshire University, n.d).
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The histogram found below intends to display the frequencies of total score. The mean was valued at 27.4, the median at 27 and the mode at 26. Standard deviation was valued at 4.15. Skewness was valued at -.2, and kurtosis was valued at -.1. The minimum score was calculated to be 16, and the maximum score was valued at 37, establishing a range of 21. See graph below.
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Figure 1: A simple histogram including the ‘normal curve’ to display the frequencies for total scores.

The below graph intends to display the difference in frequencies between how far the sample agreed with the statement, ‘My perception of the police is positive’. Group 1 (Strongly Agree) n=22, Group 2 (Somewhat Agree) n=51, Group 3 (Neutral) n=19, Group 4 (Somewhat Disagree) n=11, Group 5 (Strongly Disagree) n=1. Standard deviation was valued at .93. Skewness was valued at .66 and kurtosis was valued at .02. Mean was valued at 2.21, median at 2 and mode at 2. Frequencies displayed that a total of 70.2% of the sample agreed to some extent, displaying positive perceptions.
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Figure 2: A simple histogram including the ‘normal curve’ to display the frequencies for the proposed statement









A descriptive test was conducted to provide the frequencies and descriptive statistics of how participants answered the 
proposed statement from an assortment of predetermined answers, see graph below. The groups displayed on the x-axis are defined as follows: Group 1 (Overwhelmingly), Group 2 (Quite), Group 3 (Not sure), Group 4 (Not considerably) and Group 5 (Not at all). The group/category which displayed the highest frequency, was evidently group 3, where participants expressed they were ‘not sure’. The mean between categories was valued at 3.09, the median was valued at 3, and the mode was valued at 3. The range between groups was 4, with the minimum valued at 1 and the maximum valued at 5. Standard deviation rested at a value of .92. 
[image: ]
Figure 3: A simple histogram displaying the frequencies in which participants answered towards the statement of ‘How corrupt do you believe the police as an institution are?’.







After running descriptive tests into how participants responded towards the extent that they agreed with the proposed statement of ‘my opinion on the police has changed because of how television portrays them’, statistics presented that the majority of participants answered ‘neutral’, N = 36. Percentages displayed as follows: ‘Strongly agree’ (16.3%), ‘Somewhat agree’ (32.7%), ‘Neutral’ (34.6%), ‘Somewhat disagree’ (12.5%) and ‘Strongly disagree’ (3.8%). See graph below. 
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Figure 4 A simple histogram to display the frequency in which participants agreed with the proposed statement.

[bookmark: _Toc162372121][bookmark: _Toc162461264]Inferentials
The first inferential test that was performed was an Independent Samples T-Test to determine any significant difference between the male and female genders, and the total score. The test consisted of the ordinal variable of age and the ordinal variables within the Likert-scale proportion. Results displayed that there was no significant difference found between males and females on the total score of Likert responses, t(102) = .94, p > .05.  Males were found to have a slightly greater score on average (M=27.91, SD=3.65) than females (M=27.13, SD=4.51).  Because of the lack of significant difference, the null hypothesis is accepted.








A Chi-Square test displayed the proportion of age groups and how often they watched television. The test intended to determine whether there was a significant relationship between a participant’s age and how often they watched television, with results presenting that there was no significant relationship between a person’s age and the amount of television they watched, 𝑥2 (12, n = 104) =  14.41, p > .05. Due to these results, the null hypothesis is accepted. See graph below. 
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Figure 5 A clustered bar-chat to display how often age categories watch television.








A further Chi-Square test displayed the relationship between how often participants watch television and their opinion of the police changing because of how television portrays them. The test intended to determine whether there was a significant relationship between a participant’s viewing habits and the extent that their opinion has changed due to how television portrays the police, with results presenting that there was no significant relationship between a person’s age and the amount of television they watched, 𝑥2 (16, n = 104) =  20.84, p > .05. Due to these results, the null hypothesis is accepted. See graph below.
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Figure 6 : A clustered bar-chart to display the relationship between how often participants watch television and the extent they agree with the statement: ‘My opinion on the police has changed, because of how television portrays them’.










A one-way between groups ANOVA test explored participants’ ages and their extent of agreement on the amount of media damaging society’s trust in the police. A significant difference was not found, F(3, 100) = 1.02, p > .05. Post hoc comparisons indicated that there was no difference between the extent of agreement based on age. Age 18-30s (M = 4.09, SD = 0.82), age 31-50s (M = 3.71, SD = 0.99), age 51-75 (M = 3.83, SD = 1.04) and age 75+ (M = 3.50, SD = 0.71) did not differ significantly from each other. Due to these results, the null hypothesis is accepted. See graph below.
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Figure 7 : A boxplot to display the extent that different age groups agreed with the statement, ‘The amount of media has damaged society’s trust in the police’.





A Spearman’s Rank test was conducted to establish whether there was a significant relationship between how corrupt a participant believes the police as an institution are, and them basing that belief on television. Results displayed there was a non-significant, small, positive relationship between how corrupt participants believe the police as an institution are and basing that belief on television, rho = .1, p > .01. 




A Chi-Square test displayed the relationship between whether participants watch police-based television dramas and the extent which they agree with the statement of public opinions around the police improving in the last 5 years. Results presented that there was no significant relationship between a participant watching police-based television dramas and the extent they agreed with the proposed statement, 𝑥2 (4, n = 104) =  6.45, p = p > .05. See graph below.
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Figure 8 A bar-chart to display the relationship between a participant watching police-based television dramas, and the extent they agree with the proposed statement.



A Spearman’s Rank test was conducted to explore the relationship between how corrupt participants believe the police as an institution are and the extent that they agreed with the statement: ‘I believe the portrayal of police on screen is accurate’.  Results displayed there is a significant, large, positive relationship between how corrupt participants believe the police are and the extent that they agreed portrayals of police on screen are accurate, rho = .21, p > .05. The null hypothesis is rejected, and alternative accepted. 




A Chi-square test was conducted to identify a relationship between participants believing the portrayal of police on screen to be accurate, and how far they agree with the proposed statement. Results presented in a clustered bar-chart below, that there was no significant relationship between a participant's extent of agreeing with real-world officers having a say in what makes it onto television, and the extent that they agree with the portrayal of police on screen being accurate.  𝑥2 (12, n = 104) =  20.46, p > .05. Due to the lack of significant relationship, the null hypothesis is accepted.
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Figure 9 A clustered bar-chart to display the relationship between a participant‘s extent of agreement towards the portrayal of police on screen being accurate, and the extent they agree with real world officers having a say in what makes it onto television.










A chi-square test was conducted to test the relationship between participants being a part of the police and how far they agree with the proposed statement. Results for this question displayed that there was no significant relationship between whether a participant is a part of a police service, and the extent that they agree with their opinion being changed because of how television portrays the police.  𝑥2 (4, n = 104) =  .7, p > .05. See graph below.
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Figure 10 A clustered bar-chart to display the relationship between whether a participant is employed by a police service, and the extent they agree with the statement: ‘My opinion on the police has changed, because of how television portrays them’.










An additional chi-square test was conducted to test the relationship between participant age and how they responded to the proposed statement of: ‘How corrupt do you believe the police as an institution are?’. Results for this question displayed that there was no significant relationship between age and how corrupt participants believe the police are, 𝑥2 (12, n = 104) =  15.17, p > .05. See graph below.
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Figure 11  A clustered bar-chart to display the relationship between age categories and how corrupt they believe the police as an institution are.






An Independent Samples T-Test determined that there was a significant difference between gender categories and how corrupt they believe the police as an institution are, t (102) = 3.36, p < .05. Males were found to believe the police as less corrupt (M = 3.41, SD = .83) than females (M = 2.83, SD = .92). 
 










A further Independent Samples T-Test determined that there was no significant difference between gender categories and the extent to which they agreed with the proposed statement of ‘I have confidence in the police to address and resolve corruption’, t (102) = -.92, p > .05. Males were found to have a slightly greater score on average, however this is not enough to justify significance (M= 2.48, SD = 1.06) than females (M = 2.67, SD = 1.06). 




[bookmark: _Toc162372122][bookmark: _Toc162461265]Content Analysis of Solo Qualitative Question
Table 1 Table of Themes
	Themes
	Description
	Examples
	Frequency

	Social Media Influences
	
Social media and platforms that may have extensive influence on perspectives and opinions.
	‘I think social media can make a situation 100x worse than what it is..’ (P1)
 
‘I find social media affects my opinion the most as the videos posted are often videos of personal experiences..’ (P15)
	4

	Local Police
	The presence and consistency of local police in the participants’ area, as well as local police behaviours and reputation.
	‘Local police perception vs other areas in the uk. Could be vastly different.’ (P5)
 
‘There is not enough police in our area.’ (P13)
	3

	Other Media Platforms
	
Other media platforms besides social media, such as news reports and coverage.
	‘The media are always looking for the negative as such stories are easier to write.’ (P2)
 
‘I think that news coverage of actual corruption in the police is the main factor causing increased level of distrust..’ (P6)
	2

	Police Presence/Governance of Protests
	


The presence and attitudes of police whilst at protests, as well as how police are perceived to handle the situations.
	‘If the police were consistent it would help greatly, e.g. the far right are banned from marching in London, whereas Palestinian/Hamas supporters are not - the law should be the same and equal for both.’ (P8)
 
‘…by accusing them of favouritism or racism by supporting right wing groups in trying to stop a peaceful protest taking place..’ (P14)
	3

	Personal Experiences
	The perspective and beliefs of participants based on more personal experiences, they may have experienced.
	‘ …in my Area walking around and being approachable.’ (P9)
 
‘There are people out there that can distinguish. I'm not one of them.’ (P11)
	3

	Television
	
Television in a broader sense, where participants commented on the amount of television, or its role in setting the tone for policing.
	‘There is a diff between drams and fly on the wall documentry type programmes in tha latter then the editing is an interesting area and any bias it might create..’ (P3)
 
‘I believe institutionsl like the BBC work hard to turn people against the police..’ (P12)
	5

	Geographical Opinions
	Opinions on the basis of location or demographic as a result of that location. 
	‘I believe that perceptions of the police can be swayed by demographic of an area..’ (P16)
	2

	Corruption
	
Participant understanding and opinions of scenarios where police corruption was prominent. 
	‘ … it isnt a hard ask to nelieve corruption is rife within the force..’ (P14)
 
‘ …police brutality (rapes like Sarah Everard, racism and just misuse of power). (P15)
	4


Following one, solitary qualitative question at the end of the questionnaire, themes were deliberated from the participants' comments. This produced 8 themes, of which frequencies were recorded and examples displayed. See table above, (Table 1). 



[bookmark: _Toc162372123][bookmark: _Toc162461266]Discussion
Within this study, the focus was to elaborate on police dramas becoming an alternative to understanding the public trust and confidence in the police as well as perceptions of corruption, through the process of analysing several factors such as the effect that police-based television dramas can have on the public and how dramas may portray police officers as more corrupt as they are in reality. This was done by thoroughly analysing and testing key themes and hypotheses, supported by the researcher’s themes of interest, pre-existing literature and research. This section will deliberate on the findings of this study, and provide critical analysis and comparison. Moreover, discussion serves as a means of inferring what provoked the findings of this study, drawing on points where further research may be able to profit from. 

[bookmark: _Hlk162014986]Applicable Theories Surrounding The Impacts of Television
As previously explored within the previous literature, television has the ability to stake far more influence on our day-to-day lives as first anticipated. Research into factors such as the ‘agenda-setting theory’, the ‘CSI effect’ and the concept of ‘mean-world syndrome’ were identified to provide further evidence to signify that academics are beginning to recognise the noteworthiness of television playing a pivotal role in shaping societal perception, as this study set out to explore in a policing context. The assessment of whether different theories were applicable towards explaining how television could warp and change perceptions in a broader context, was only further expanded on by relating how these theories may be applied to a context more focused on police-based television specifically. 
Within a test conducted to identify any plausible relationship between how often participants watched television, and how far they would agree with a statement revolving around their opinion changing because of how television portrayed them, findings were interestingly different in comparison to the researcher’s prior expectations and hypothesis, based on previous reading. Testing concluded there was no significant relationship between how often a participant watches television and the extent of their agreement with the proposed statement, consequently meaning the null hypothesis was accepted. This result collided with pre-existing research and constructed theories surrounding the similar topic of television affecting the public’s opinion, such as literature comprised by Zain (2014) who argued the implications towards watching ‘mass’ media and how that could affect a person’s perception of the topic that that media was attempting to portray.
For this project, it appeared that even in the frequency of participants who answered that they watch television ‘very often’, the majority also answered that they take a ‘neutral’ stance on their opinions changing because of how television portrays the police, which present rebuttal against the arguments of the ‘agenda-setting theory’ taking a pivotal role in shaping public agendas, as published by Zain (2014).  In addition, results displayed that participants may not have as much of a clear understanding of the effects that television can have, especially on their own opinions and autonomy. Drawn from findings, it can be inferred that within the sample, there were a majority of participants who did not agree with their opinion of police changing because of how television portrays them, however in a test designed to identify a significant relationship, it appeared that there was also a positive relationship between how corrupt a participant felt the police as an institution are and their belief being based on television.  These results reflect the theory of the ‘third-person’ effect, which declares that in some situations, individuals may deny or refuse to accept that pieces of media can change their perspectives and understanding of topics, which in this case revolved around their perspective of the police, (Conners, 2005), (Bushman, 2023).
It can be inferred that participants within this sample did not understand the extent of television’s impact and answered according to what they assumed to be the truth. It would be difficult to assess if participants did understand the impacts of media such as television, however a separate question within the study asked participants how far they would agree with media damaging society’s trust in the police as a whole. The majority of participants agreed on a higher scale with this statement, evidencing that they did understand the impact of media, however they did not feel similarly when reflecting on their own personal psyche. 
To examine the extent to which theories can explain how an individual’s psyche may be influenced by television and examples such as the ‘third-person’ effect, more testing may be needed to evaluate the full extent to which the public are impacted. Moreover, more research into the psychological and sociological impacts of television and dramatized television programmes may provide a larger foundation for research in future projects. 

Police-based Accuracies and Knowledge Surrounding Police Consultants
Furthermore, literature has been shown to evidence that the accuracy of a piece of media may impact how theories such as the agenda-setting theory can be applied. Whilst there are various articles and pieces of research into the use of police consultants amongst academia, it seems as though within the sample included in this study, participants had a dysfunctional understanding of just how accurate the television they watch is. Results described that participants believed portrayals of the police were accurate amongst television, however there is evidence and argument to suggest this is not the case, including the fact that the police-based dramas amongst television will always have the primary goal to entertain rather than inform on a basis of accurate portrayals and displays of practice. Holyoak and Fox (2021) compiled arguments to rebut those who believe the majority of police-based dramas are accurate depictions of the real world of policing, discrediting dramas such as ‘Line of Duty’ for their over-dramatised rendition of how real-world anti-corruption units function, especially considering the programme itself was based around a consistent story of police corruption. It is interesting that individuals believe portrayals of police to be accurate, especially when regarding such series as Line of Duty, as the centre-point for this drama revolves heavily around police corruption, on a scale that is both inaccurate and intentionally blown out of proportion in a bid to provide stimulating stories that will grab a viewer’s attention. The damage that this inaccuracy can cause is prevalent in findings within the study, as to draw opinions and perspectives upon the police from dramas that hold such inconsistencies is something that may inevitably warp understandings. In a question surrounding how corrupt participants believe the police as an institution in correlation to how accurate they believe the portrayal of officers on screen is, results displayed that between the sample, there was a significant relationship, justifying the choice to accept the alternative hypothesis and reject the null. This result furthers the concept of an individual’s understanding of what is accurate and what is not, affecting a similar understanding of the ‘real-world’.
Colbran (2014) divulged into the procedures that police consultants can be a part of during the process of amending scripts and plots, however findings presented in this independent research study infer the general public may neither understand or know about these processes as they may not have had the opportunity to be involved in script-writing. Results within this study do not discredit the findings of Colbran (2014), however they may serve as a criticism of it, in the sense that information and context shared within the research is not common knowledge amongst a wider population. In this lack of understanding towards the accuracies of police-based dramas, a population may be misinformed on the behaviours of police, and misinterpret overtly corrupt plotlines as a reflection of the real thing, which may be what results in this study are evidencing. 
A potential remedy to the fact that consultants may not have as much influence as the general public believe, would be for police forces to focus their efforts more onto the media engagement teams amongst them, as well as their own press offices. Whilst it is the decision of the directing team to heed the words of a police consultant, this should not deter those consultants or the associated police forces to back down. Arguably, if a force were to apply more pressure onto a production team, and truly voice any genuine concerns they have towards portrayals and inaccuracies amongst a drama series, it could be believed that production teams may begin to take such concerns far more seriously, and better understand the potential impact that their material may pose onto the public. Forces such as Surrey Police already possess guidance and policies surrounding the use of media and engaging in media, as well as a subsection dedicated to ‘challenging inaccuracies’, (Surrey Police, 2023, pp.8). In this, Surrey police claim that the media have a responsibility to remain accurate and balanced material, however it can be interpreted that this guidance is addressing news reporting and other forms of media stories, not television programmes. Evidently forces do have understanding surrounding how inaccuracy can cause problems, however the problem lies with addressing television programmes and dramas as just as much of a platform. Current initiatives towards police engagement through social media further evidence the near exclusive focus onto social media platforms amongst all other mediums of communication and entertainment, with papers such as that written by Fernandez et al (2017) disregarding or ultimately not so much as mentioning television as a viable media source. These factors may prove as evidence of weaknesses in the current format of police media engagements, and also may motivate potential changes to occur with the rising popularity of television dramas fixated on policing.

Demographic Impacts on Perception of Police Corruption
During the course of research, it may be important to identify demographics within a sample, and predict impacts that they may have on findings. Within context of this study, demographics were tested against certain questions, in a bid to draw comparisons. Hanway and Hambly (2023) uncovered results that inferred the demographic of gender was something that could pose substantial influences on how a participant responds towards prompts, which in this case surrounded perceptions towards the police. Within this study, two gender categories were identified, that being male and female. Amidst testing, a particular question circulated around how corrupt participants believe the police as an institution are, where results presented that there was a significant difference between the two gender categories. Evidently, gender was an important factor in this test to justify a significant difference. Males were discovered to believe the police as less corrupt than females did, which may be a direct consequence of confidence amongst women being impacted by recent cases such as Sarah Everard’s murder and the uncovering of misogyny within forces such as the Metropolitan police, (Sinmaz, 2024), (IOPC, 2022). 
 However, it was discovered in the work of Hanway and Hambly (2023) that the more prominent attitudinal differences were based from age and not gender. Hanway and Hambly (2023) cited Merry et al (2012, pp.3), who discovered that those aged 18-29 years of age had ‘significantly lower confidence’ in comparison to other age groups, however the results found in this independent study determined differently. Results displayed that those aged 18-30 years of age had more negative opinions of the police, as in a question surrounding how corrupt they believed the police are, a majority of 18-30s answered ‘Quite’. It is also worth noting that out of the entire sample, it was those aged 18-30 that displayed the strongest belief in the police being corrupt, in comparison to those aged 51-75, who answered more positively overall, displaying a more positive perception of policing. Porter (2020) and Norman (2009) discovered that television is still a form of media that the youths enjoy, and also identified that television can have potentially long-lasting impacts on people, to the extent of inducing fear and anger. If we are to compare these findings towards results displaying 18-30s holding more scrutinising opinions of the police, the applications of Porter (2020) and Norman’s (2009) discoveries may provide further evidence to suggest some relationship. This relationship may not have been found to hold significance amongst this sample, however research and pre-existing records of relationships mean we cannot rule this out outright. 
Demographics such as age can still be applicable towards providing context towards the topic that this research project revolves around, as echoed from one of this study’s aims, it may prove important to understand current perceptions surrounding the police and police corruption, to then provide further comparisons and establish whether television is responsible for these perceptions, or if other factors are. The central explanation as to why demographics should be seen as an important aspect of this research and its findings, revolve around both the watching habits of respondents and how that increases susceptibility to being exposed to a variety of perspectives and biases, and subconscious biases that may already occur between the different genders and age categories. Findings ultimately discovered that there were substantial differences in how different age groups presented opinions and perspectives not only on their current opinions of the police but also their perceptions of police television, as well as how different gender categories may hold pre-existing opinions of policing outside of their television portrayals. As research was focused on garnering data on public perceptions, it only makes sense to also pay attention to demographic differences and habits that may arguably sway results.
 
Limitations
Within the course of conducting and compiling this research, several obstacles and limitations have been identified. For the purposes of enriching this study and motivating others to learn from the mistakes made during the process of this study, these limitations will be named and elaborated upon.
First, within this study there was a small sample size. This small sample size was reduced through the process of expelling responses that were incomplete, which leads to complications when wanting to introduce as diverse a sample as possible. This smaller sample size is befitting the level of study that the researcher is a part of and should not be considered an impediment barrier. Sample sizes inevitably range from study to study and can be improved upon by introducing new methods of dispersal and collection. Consequently, sample sizes impacted the diversity presented in participants, including the potential for introducing different ages, different gender expressions, whether a participant was a current or previous police officer, or the potential to introduce different ethnicities. The researcher did not incorporate a question to ask a participant’s ethnicity, and this can be held as a separate limitation. 
An additional limitation of this study is that a portion of the literature found surrounding similar or supporting topics, were internationally sourced. This meant some literature and research did not originate in the United Kingdom, causing obstacles to drawing comparisons. If a piece of literature originated from a country other than the United Kingdom, this meant samples and definitions could differ and so could findings or results. However, as long as criticism is poised towards an international perspective, the findings and methodologies may still be applicable to those either found within the UK, or that of this independent study. International sources may also still prove relevant to draw data from, as no two pieces of research shall ever be copies of one another, and this difference may prove interesting to the researcher. 
A further limitation to this study is that during the course of designing the questionnaires, the researcher did not define the difference between police-based dramas where the plot entirely encapsulates the police procedural, and other television programmes which may involve the police as a secondary character or cast, such as the majority of soap dramas. This lack of definition may have confused participants and contributed towards certain test results, as some individuals may have envisioned the portrayals of police from soap dramas such as Eastenders rather than police-based storylines such as The Bill or Happy Valley.  


[bookmark: _Toc162372124][bookmark: _Toc162461267]Conclusion
The primary aim of this study was to identify whether police-based television has contributed to the public’s opinion on police corruption and its negative decline, and whether it can be identified as an alternative explanation for public distrust. The study also contained several objectives, including assessing how corrupt the public believe the police are, and whether public opinions have been negatively impacted by police-based television dramas and the role television plays. Utilising a quantitative design, whereby questionnaires were designed to gather data from a sample, this study also pitted pre-existing literature and research against results to compare differences and similarities. The literature in question provided ample insight into distinct themes appropriate to this study, and in comparing their origin, methods, and results, not only did the researcher enrich their own understanding, but also allowed them to compare their results against these themes, allowing for a deepened level of critical thinking and analysis.
It can be argued that whilst evidence supports the integral role of television in shaping opinions and impacting perceptions, within the context of policing it is hard to argue whether police-based dramas can be viewed as an adequate alternative to explaining public distrust and perceptions around corruption in comparison to more habitual approaches towards explaining trends of negative public perceptions if the answer to the research question is based solely on the data shown through hypothesis testing. Out of a total of eight hypotheses, this study can only prove one. 
Findings within this study identified a majority of insignificant correlations, differences and relationships stemming from the conducted tests, however, this does not immediately discredit the study. Whilst the researcher was not successful in proving all but one of their proposed hypotheses, context and data surrounding how the public may be susceptible to television swaying agendas and opinions as well as how accurate the public deems television portrayals to be, has successfully been identified and noted. Whilst this was not the result that the researcher predicted or hoped to achieve, police forces within the UK may benefit from data discovered, in understanding how samples of the public may feel, and may equally reflect on how a culmination of the public recognising a lack of police presence in local areas and the increasing interest in police procedural dramas, may result in a warped distortion of reality and opinions upon a foundation of fiction.
In the wider context of what this study may infer to the police forces of the United Kingdom, it seems that there is an arguable need for such forces to assess the extent of their media engagement and relations. Whilst the police forces of this era are becoming more proactive amongst the plethora of social media platforms that society currently uses, this focus does not extend towards television as a field of media. As discussed previously, such departments as press offices and engagement teams may need to apply far more pressure on television programmes based on the police to address inaccuracies and the effect these inaccuracies on television may have on the wider public’s field of perception, and ultimately their views upon police corruption.  
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How corrupt do you believe the police as an institution are?
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Frequency Percent  Valid Percent Percent
Valid _Overwhelmingly 3 29 29 29
Quite 2 260 260 288
Nt Sure £ 348 348 635
Not Considerably £ 327 327 9.2
Notatall 4 38 38 1000
Total 104 1000 100.0
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On a scale: - My opinion on the police has changed because of how
television portrays them.

Cumulative
Frequency Percent  Valid Percent Percent

Valid  Strongly Agres. 17 163 163 163
Somewhat Agres. £ 327 327 490
Neutral £ 348 348 837
Somewhat Disagres. 13 125 125 9.2
Strongly Disagree 4 38 38 1000

Total 104 1000 100.0
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Independent Samples Effect Sizes

95% Confidence Interval
Standardizer® _Point Estimate__ Lower Upper

totalscares _Cohen's d 415691 186 -202 574
Hedges'correction 418779 185 -200 570

Glass's delta 451204 172 217 559

a.The denominator used in estimating the effect sizes.
Cohen's d uses the pooled standard deviation
Hedges' correction uses the poolsd standard deviation, pius a correction factor.
Glass's detta uses the sample standard deviation of the control group.
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. Based on normal approximation,




image1.png
| SCHOOL OF
| JUSTICE, SECURITY
© AND SUSTAINABILITY





image30.png
How often do you watch television? * On a scale: - My opinion on the police has changed because of how television portrays them.

Crosstabulation

O a scale: - My opinion on the police has changed because of how television portrays

them,
Somewhat Somewhat Strongly
Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Disagree Total
How often doyouwatch  Very OflenCount 4 7 15 2 2 0
L Expectad Count 49 98 104 37 12 300
9% within How often do you 13.3% 23.3% 50.0% 67% 67%  1000%
watch television?
9% within On a scale: - My. 235% 206% 7% 15.4% 500%  288%
opinion on the police has
changd because of how.
television portrays them
% of Total 38% 67% 14.4% 1.9% 19%  288%
often Caunt 4 7 7 3 2 2
Expectad Count 38 75 80 29 9 230
9% within How often do you 17.4% 30.4% 30.4% 13.0% 87%  1000%
watch television?
9% within On a scale: - My. 235% 206% 19.4% 231% 500%  221%
opinion on the police has
changd because of how.
television portrays them
% of Total 38% 67% 67% 20% 19%  221%
Avsrage  Count 4 16 9 5 0 34
Expectad Count 58 111 18 43 13 340
9% within How often do you 11.8% 4T1% 26.5% 147% 00%  1000%
watch television?
9% within On a scale: - My. 235% 4T1% 25.0% 385% 00%  327%
opinion on the police has
changd because of how.
television portrays them
% of Total 38% 15.4% 87% 48% 00%  327%
NotOflen Count 5 4 5 2 0 16
Expectad Count 28 52 55 20 6 16.0
9% within How often do you 31.3% 25.0% 31.3% 125% 00%  1000%
watch television?
9% within On a scale: - My. 20.4% 11.8% 13.9% 15.4% 00%  154%
opinion on the police has
changd because of how.
television portrays them
% of Total 48% 38% 48% 1.9% 00%  154%
Rarely Count 0 0 0 1 0 1
Expectad Count 2 3 3 1 0 1.0
9% within How often do you 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 00%  1000%
watch television?
9% within On a scale: - My. 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 77% 00% 1.0%
opinion on the police has
changd because of how.
television portrays them
% of Total 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 0.0% 1.0%
Total Caunt 17 34 £ 13 4 104
Expectad Count 170 340 360 130 40 1040
9% within How often do you 16.3% 327% 346% 125% 38%  1000%
watch television?
9% within On a scale: - My. 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 1000%  100.0%
opinion on the police has
changd because of how.
television portrays them
% of Total 16.3% 327% 34.6% 125% 38%  100.0%
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ANOVA
On a scale: - The amount of media has damaged socisty's trust in the police.

sum of

Squares df  MeanSquare sig
Between Groups. 2782 3 927 1015 389
Within Groups 91333 100 913

Total 94115 103
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Descriptives
Ona scale: - The amount of media has damaged society’s trustinthe police.
95% Confidence Interval for

Mean

Mean  Std. Deviation Std.Error _LowsrBound  UpperBound  Minimum _Maximum
1830 B 400 818 145 380 439 2 5
31-50 35 an 987 167 338 405 2 5
51-75 35 383 1.043 176 347 419 1 5
75+ 2 350 07 500 285 985 3 4
Total 104 387 956 094 368 408 1 5
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Multiple Comparisons

Dependent Variable: On a scale: - The amount of media has damaged society's trust in the police.

Tukey HSD
() What Age group doyou  (J) What Age group do you Mean 95% Confidznce Interval
fall nto? fall into? Difference () _ Std.Error _ Sig.  LowsrBound UpperBound
1830 31-50 B 234 B 23 99
51-75 265 234 669 -3 88
75+ 504 697 829 123 241
31-50 1830 -a19 234 E) 99 2
51-75 114 228 959 -1 48
75+ 214 695 990 160 203
5175 1830 -265 234 669 88 35
31-50 114 228 959 48 7
75+ 329 695 965 149 214
75+ 1830 -594 697 829 241 123
31-50 214 695 990 203 1.60
5175 329 695 965 214 1.49
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Correlations

How cormupt do
youbelievethe | What do you

police asan  bass that belief
institution are? _on? Television

Spearman's tho  How corrupt do you belisve _Garrelation Coefficient 1.000 104
the police as aninstittion g (taieq) o3
are?

N 104 104
What do you bass that Carrelation Coefficient 104 1.000
belief on? Television sig. -tailec) 5

N 104 104
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Chi-Square Tests

Asymptotic
Significance
Value df (@-sided)
Pearson Chi-Square. 6.450° 4 168
Likelihood Ratio 7.305 4 116
Linear-by-Linear 4713 1 030

Association
N of Valid Cases

104

a.5 calls (50.0%) have expected countless than 5. The minimum
expected countis 52,
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Do you watch TV dramas centred

around Policing? i . Where

policing is the main storyline or

plot.

Yes No

ount ount
Onascale:- The public _Strongly Agres 3 o
opinion ofthe police has —~go oo % 5

improved inthe last 5 omewhatAgros

T Neutral 2 2
Somewnat Disagres an 11
Strongly Disagres 13 4
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Statistics
Do you watch

TV dramas

centredaround | On a scale: -

Policing?ie.  The public

Where policing  opinion of the

is the main police has
storyiine or  improved in the

plot last 5 yars
N Valid 104 104
Missing 0 0
Mean 117 352
Median 1.00 400
Made 1 4
Std. Deviation 380 1.033
Skewness 1754 -429
Std. Error of Skewness. 237 237
Kurtosis 1.008 -453
Std. Error of Kurtosis. 469 469
Range 1 4
Minimum 1 1
Maximum 2 5
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Descriptive Statistics
N Minimum  Maimum  Mean St Devation

Skewness Kurtosis
Stafistic _ Statistic _ Stafistic __ Stafisic__ Staistic _ Stafistc__ Std. Eor__ Statistic _Std. Error

How corrupt do you believe 104 1 5 308 925 -100 237 -880 469

the police as an institution

are?

On a scale:- | believe the 104 2 5 330 869 192 237 -805 469

portrayal of police on

screen, is accurate.
Valid N (istwise) 104
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Correlations

onascale:-1
believe e
How conuptdo  portrayalof
youbslievethe  police on
policeasan  screen,is
instition are? _accurate
Spearmans tho _ How corupt doyou believe Gorrelation Cosficient 1000 218"
the police as an institution
il Sig. (2-tailec) 0%
N 104 104
Onascale:- [believs e Carelation Coeffcient 218 1000
portrayal of poice on
seren is accurate I (A 026
N 104 104

* Corrslation is significant atthe 0.0 level (2-tailsd).
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Chi-Square Tests

Asymptotic
Significance

Value df (@-sided)

Pearson Chi-Square. 20467° 12 059

Likelihood Ratio 21.047 12 050

Linear-by-Linear 3127 1 077

Association

N of Valid Cases 104

a1 calls (55.0%) have expected countless than 5. The
minimum expected countis .78




image41.png
Symmetric Measures
Approximate

Valus Significance
Nominal by Nominal _Phi m 059
Cramers V. 256 059

N of Valid Cases 104
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On a scale: - I believe the portrayal of police on screen, is accurate. * On a scale: - Real-world police officers must have a say in what makes it
onto TV. Crosstabulation

On a scale: - Real-world police officers must have a say inwhat makes it onto TV.

Strongly Agree

Somewhat
Agree

Neutral

Somewhat
Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

Total

Onascale:-Ibslievethe  SomewhatAgree  Count 5
portrayal of police on 9% within On a scale: - | 263%
sereen, is accurate. belisve the portrayal of

police on screen, is
accurate

% within On a scale: - 33.3%
Real-world police offcers

must have a say in what

makes itonto TV.

% of Total 48%
Neutral Caunt 7

% within On a scale: - | 15.9%
belisve the portrayal of

police on screen, is

accurate

% within On a scale: - 467%
Real-world police offcers

must have a say in what

makes itonto TV.

% of Total 67%

SomewhatDisagrss Count 3
% within On a scale: - | 9.4%
belisve the portrayal of

police on screen, is
accurate

% within On a scale: - 200%
Real-world police offcers

must have a say in what

makes itonto TV.

% of Total 20%

Strongly Disagree  Count 0
% within On a scale: - | 0.0%
belisve the portrayal of

police on screen, is
accurate

% within On a scale: - 0.0%
Real-world police offcers

must have a say in what

makes itonto TV.

% of Total 0.0%

Total Caunt 15
% within On a scale: - | 14.4%
belisve the portrayal of

police on screen, is
accurate

% within On a scale: - 100.0%
Real-world police offcers

must have a say in what

makes itonto TV.

% of Total 14.4%

5
26.3%

17.0%

48%
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420%
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10
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95%

11%
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Chi-Square Tests

Asymptotic
Significance
Value df (@-sided)
Pearson Chi-Square. 2149° 4 708
Likelihood Ratio 3391 4 495
Linear-by-Linear 244 1 622

Association
N of Valid Cases

104

a6 calls (60.0%) have expected countless than 5. The minimum
expected countis .31
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Symmetric Measures
Approximate

Valus Significance
Nominal by Nominal _Phi 144 708
Cramers V. 144 708

N of Valid Cases 104
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Are you currently employed by a police service? * On a scale: - My opinion on the police has changed because of how television

portrays them. Crosstabulation

O a scale: - My opinion on the police has changed because of how television portrays

Strongly Agree

Somewhat
Agree

them,

Neutral

Somewhat
Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

Total

‘Are you currently employed
bya police senice?

Total

Yes

No

Caunt

9% within Ars you cunrsntly
employed by a police.
senice?

9% within On a scale: - My.
opinion on the police has
changd because of how.
television portrays them

% of Total
Caunt

9% within Ars you cunrsntly
employed by a police.
senice?

9% within On a scale: - My.
opinion on the police has
changd because of how.
television portrays them

% of Total
Caunt

9% within Ars you cunrsntly
employed by a police.
senice?

9% within On a scale: - My.
opinion on the police has
changd because of how.
television portrays them

% of Total

1
125%

5.9%
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16.3%

3
5%

8.8%

20%
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Chi-Square Tests

Asymptotic

Significance
Value df (@-sided)

Pearson Chi-Square. 15173 12 3

Likelihood Ratio 15913 12 195

Linear-by-Linear 856 1 355

Association

N of Valid Cases 104

a1 calls (55.0%) have expected countless than 5. The
minimurn expected count s 06
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Symmetric Measures

Approsimate

Valus Significance
Nominal by Nominal _Phi 382 232
Cramers V. 221 232

N of Valid Cases 104
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What Age group do you fall into? * How corrupt do you believe the police as an institution are? Crosstabulation
How cormupt do you believe the police as an instittion are?

Overwhelming! Not
v Quit  NotSure  Considerably Notatall  Total
What Age group doyoufall  18-30 _Count 0 14 7 10 1 2
oty Expectad Count 9 83 111 108 12 320
% within What Age group 00%  438%  21.9% 313% 3% 1000%
doyoufallinto?
9% within How corrupt do 00%  519%  19.4% 204%  250%  308%
you belizve the polics as
an institution are?
% of Total 00%  135% 67% 95% 10%  308%
3150 Count 2 7 11 14 1 35
Expectad Count 10 91 121 1.4 13 350
9% within What Age group 57%  200%  31.4% 40.0% 29%  1000%
doyoufallinto?
9% within How corrupt do 667%  259%  30.6% 412%  250%  33T7%
you belizve the polics as
an institution are?
% of Total 1.9% 67%  106% 135% 10%  337%
5175 Count 1 6 16 10 2 35
Expectad Count 10 91 121 1.4 13 350
9% within What Age group 20%  171%  457% 286% 57%  1000%
doyoufallinto?
9% within How corrupt do 333%  222%  444% 204%  500%  337%
you belizve the polics as
an institution are?
% of Total 1.0% 58%  15.4% 95% 19%  337%
75+ Count 0 0 2 0 0 2
Expectad Count 1 5 7 7 1 20
9% within What Age group 0.0% 00%  100.0% 0.0% 00%  1000%
doyoufallinto?
9% within How corrupt do 0.0% 0.0% 56% 0.0% 00% 1.9%
you belizve the polics as
an institution are?
% of Total 0.0% 0.0% 1.9% 0.0% 0.0% 1.9%
Total Caunt 3 2 £ 34 4 104
Expectad Count 30 270 360 340 40 1040
9% within What Age group 20%  260%  34.6% 327% 38%  1000%
doyoufallinto?
9% within How corrupt do 1000%  100.0%  100.0% 1000%  1000%  100.0%
you belizve the polics as
an institution are?
% of Total 20%  260%  34.6% 327% 38%  100.0%
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Group Statistics
Whatis your Gender? N Mean  std. Deviation _Std.Error Mean

How cormuptdo you believe  Male. 46 341 832 123

the police as an institution
are? Female 58 283 920 121
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Independent Samples Test
Levene's Testfor Equality of

Variances testfor Equaliy of Means
95% Confidence Interval of the
Significance Mean std. Ermor Diference
F sig t o One-Sidedp Two-Sidsdp  Difference Difference Lower Upper
How cormupt do you believe  Equal variances assumed 21 647 3360 102 <001 001 585 174 240 931
the police as an institution
e Equal variances not 3400 100210 <001 <001 585 172 24 927

assumed
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Independent Samples Effect Sizes

95% Confidence Interval

Standardizer® _Point Estimate__ Lower Upper
How cormupt do you believe Cohen's d 882 663 264 1.059
‘::7"““‘““"‘"5“‘“““" Hedges' correction 889 659 262 1.052
Glass's delta 920 636 229 1.038

a.The denominator used in estimating the effect sizes.
Cohen's d uses the pooled standard deviation

Hedges' correction uses the poolsd standard deviation, pius a correction factor.
Glass’s delta uses the sample standard dsviation of the control roup.
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Group Statistics

Whatis your Gender? N Mean  Std Deviation _Std. Error Mean
On a scale:- | have. Wale 46 248 1.070 158
confidence in the police to
address and resolve Female 58 267 1.086 140

comuption
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Independent Samples Test
Levene's Testfor Equality of

Variances testfor Equaliy of Means
95% Confidence Interval of the
Significance Mean std. Ermor Diference
F sig t o One-Sidedp Two-Sidsdp  Difference Difference Lower Upper
Onascale: - | have. Equal variances assumed 017 896 a2 102 180 359 e 21 612 224
confidence in the police to
address and resolve Equal variances not 921 96,534 180 359 -194 211 -613 224

comuption assumed
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Independent Samples Effect Sizes

95% Confidence Interval

Standardizer® _Point Estimate__ Lower Upper
On a scale:- | have. Cahen's d 1.068 182 -569 206
confidence in the police to 5
e T Hedges'correction 1.078 -181 -565 208
comuption Glass's deita 1.088 182 -570 207

a.The denominator used in estimating the effect sizes.
Cohen's d uses the pooled standard deviation
Hedges' correction uses the poolsd standard deviation, pius a correction factor.
Glass’s delta uses the sample standard dsviation of the control roup.
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Boxplot of reponses towards media damaging society's trust in police, based on age group
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Tests of Normality

KolmogorowSmimov* Shapiro-Wilk
Statistic o sig Statistic o sig
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Statistics
totalscores

N Valid 104

Missing 0
Mean 27.4808
Median 27.0000
Made 26.00
Std. Deviation 415473
Variance 17.262
Skewness -202
Std. Error of Skewness. 237
Kurtosis -109
Std. Error of Kurtosis. 469
Range 21.00
Minimum 16.00

Maximum 37.00
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totalscores

Cumulative
Frequency Percent  Valid Percent Percent

Valid 1600 1 10 10 10
17.00 1 1.0 1.0 19
19.00 2 19 19 38
2000 1 1.0 1.0 48
21.00 2 19 19 67
2200 3 29 29 98
23.00 6 58 58 15.4
24.00 11 108 108 260
25.00 4 38 38 208
26.00 14 135 135 433
27.00 8 7 7 51.0
28.00 7 67 67 7.7
20.00 8 7 7 65.4
30.00 10 98 98 750
31.00 10 98 98 845
32.00 3 29 29 875
33.00 5 48 48 923
34.00 4 38 38 9.2
35.00 3 29 29 95.0
37.00 1 1.0 1.0 1000
Total 104 1000 100.0
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Descriptive Statistics

N Minimum  Madmum  Mean  Std. Deviation Skewness Kurtosis
Stafistic _ Statistic _ Stafistic __ Stafisic__ Staistic _ Stafistc__ Std. Eor__ Statistic _Std. Error
totalscores. 104 1600 37.00 27.4808 415473 -202 237 -109 469

Valid N (istwise) 104
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Statistics
On a scale: - My perception of the polic

N Valid 104

Missing 0
Mean 221
Median 200
Made 2
Std. Deviation 931
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Std. Error of Skewness. 237
Kurtosis 027
Std. Error of Kurtosis. 469
Range 4
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Maximum 5
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On a scale: - My perception of the police is positive.

Cumulative
Frequency Percent  Valid Percent Percent

Valid  Strongly Agres. 2 212 212 212
Somewhat Agres. 51 430 430 702
Neutral 19 183 183 885
Somewhat Disagres. 11 108 108 95.0
Strongly Disagree 1 10 10 1000

Total 104 1000 100.0
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Statistics
How cormupt do you believe the police ¢

N Valid 104
Missing 0
Mean 308
Median 300
Made 3
Std. Deviation 925
Skewness -100
Std. Error of Skewness. 237
Kurtosis -880
Std. Error of Kurtosis. 469
Range 4
Minimum 1

Maximum 5




